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Call for papers

International meeting
JEAN-CHRISTOPHE AVERTY: Building television programs of the 20th century

Nancy, 17 and 18 October 2017

ESPÉ Lorraine/University of Lorraine/Research Center on Mediations
Jean-Christophe Averty, born in 1928, is crowned with a mythical aureole or perceived as “One of the best producers of variety in the world”, which he was during a part of the twentieth century. Fascinated by surrealism and poetry as much as by aestheticism and originality, combining the new originality of his research and the unprecedented use of electronics, Jean-Christophe Averty inscribed his work in the history of television of the twentieth century. Passionate by jazz music, he goes beyond the style agreed and realizes television programs of the beginnings: “The Green Grapes”, “Searching for Jazz”, etc. His thought combines the wealth of invention and originality. He creates “the TV effect”, crosses conceptual creation, announces games of writing inside the small dormer itself, dares to be literary in its realizations.
The aim of this meeting is to bring together researchers from France and other countries, junior or advanced, of different disciplines, around a scope of study: “The work of Jean-Christophe Averty”. It is a matter of questioning in a multi-disciplinary approach, its path, the emergence of its conception of the television tool and its source of inspiration, the aesthetic question of the programs he conceives and put on stage, its conception of the viewer and the relation he maintain with him, the circulation and the borders between art and television.
The papers will address issues of a methodological nature and the diversity of approaches: gender approaches (humor, documentary, varieties, etc.), by the public (the question of the viewer and the relationships he maintained), by the techniques (narration...), by the authors... It will also be questioned how is build and circulates its conception of television on a world scale. What is the influence of North America in his work and in his conception of television: how its broadcast articulated with an open pluralistic conception and the media?
In connection with this theme, the proposals questioning the singularity of the report that Jean-Christophe Averty links with authors like Jarry, Lautréamont, Meliès and others will be appreciated.
The aesthetic dimension will also be considered. In the late 1950s, for example, Jean-Christophe Averty thinks about the question of the electronic image and the signs in rupture with the principle of the direct. What is its originality? What is its invention register and its writing games?
Finally, interventions questioning the stakes and challenges of his work with a large public. What are the aims and social usefulness of its programs? How to consider the man of Television, designer of a visual art in a public service television model? What is its cultural project, the television registers that embody it, and what is the resulting approach of the public?
In short, it will be necessary to take the time to draw up a panorama of the thought and the creation of Jean-Christophe Averty, enriching our reflection on history of the Television, the history of the media, the history of the techniques, the history of Transnational circulation, cultural history and narrative history.
Submission of proposals
Proposals (maximum 3000 signs in word or pdf files) will have a title, an explicit problem and major bibliographic references. The author may join an overview of his work and a short biography. The proposals will be evaluated in double-blind.
The proceedings of the meeting will be published.
Proposals must be sent no later than June 30, 2017 to: sylvie.pierre@univ-lorraine.fr

Languages of the meeting
The papers, which last 20 minutes, may be made in French or English.
Useful information
Registration fees: 
• 30 euros (holders)
• 15 euros (doctoral students)
Travel and accommodation costs will be borne by the interveners. The lunches will be offered.
Venue: ESPÉ Lorraine/ University of Lorraine, 54320 Maxéville
Calendar
30 June: receipt of proposals.
30 August: notification of acceptance to authors

For more information, contact: sylvie.pierre@univ-lorraine.fr
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